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English Quakers Scom to [Ieve Been the
I'rogenitors of the Race,

The rapid development of the com-
mereinl traveler system: specifically le-
longs to our own days, bubas to the
origin there is soma difference of opin-
ion. Ong authority Inys it down that |
the bagman of to-day—the “drummer," |
in American phrascology—is the im-
mediate descendant of the old ehap-
maon, or peddler, or lawler. Ag these
personages were known even in the
time of Chaucer in this case the mod-
ern commercial can boast a very re-
spectable ancestry,

Another anliguarian, hiowever, in the
lookseller has unother theory to pro-
pote,  lor this he lLrings the poet
Sonthey as o witness, 1t is that the
commerelal travolers of to-day roclly
date back to the Qualersof one hun-
dred or ong hundred and fifty yeurs
since, These persons, it is well known,
were foreed to wander throughout the
country by perseention and i1l treat-
ment,  They wore then, as thoy are to-
tay, mostly good, honest men of buui-
ness, and with the true commereial in-
stinet they secin to have maede o virtue
of neeessity, end daring their wander-
ings to have made aequaintanees as fur
45 possible with the country trades
men, to whom they often sold goods,
witches, “eamblets,” and other ar-
tieles,  They seemed to have pushed
their trade so vigorously that they oli-
tained heavy orders, so mueh so that
“the tradesmen in London stood idle,”
ns one of the Quakers said, *while we
iled our eoffers.”

OUne

il

Thomas Greene, o  Quaker
preacher and only o luboring man., died
worth some thousnnds of pounds mads
in this fushion. The speculation is both
curivus and interesting, however the
mitter may e deeided,

DANK OF CENCGLAND FORGERIES.

Thoy Are Almost Unkpown Now, Dut
Werd [ ormerly Freguent.

There arve very few forgerics now,
but one hundred years ago they were
rife. The first recorded instance of
the forgery of 0 Dank of England note
has o singrulor tonch of romance about
it, the Blrand Magazine, The
forger was o linon dreaper at Stadford.
named Vaaghan, who, in the year 1758,

loyed severzl workimen Lo engrrave
erent parts of o twenty ponnd ster-
Iinee nete, and whoen a dozen had been
printed off he deposited thom with o
youug lady to whom he was engagod
to be moprried oo o proof of his wealth:
but the imposition was discovered, and
Vauezhan wis hanged,

Une of the eleverest imitations of a
banle note was the work of o poor
schoolmaster, whoo forgped an entire
note with pen and ink. and, sad to suy,
was heoged. John Mathieson, who
was convicted for forging the waters
murle, offercd to show the directors
how it was done i he were pardoned,
but they would not withdraw the pros-
veution, Singularly enough, forgeries
dret began to be frequent soon after
introduction of the one pound
darling note, and in Apeil, 1802, My, |
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Aeldington told the house of common:
i the fovgerion hoel dncvepsed o

alurmingly that seventy extra clerls
were requived at the bank morely to
detect thiem.

TRADITION OF TH: HORSESHOL,
How It Camo to Be o Protection Against
Evil Spirits.

In Morocco ivon is considered o great
protection aguinst demons, who ore
the lineal representatives, after all of
the hostile spirits.  Hence iU is usuod
to place o knife or dagger under 1 sicl
wun's pillow, his illness, of couric.
bueing attributed to demonineal pou-
session.  In Indig, records o writer in
Cornhill Maoguazine, the mourner who
perforins the necessary but somewhuat
dangerous duty of putting fire into the
dead man's month enrvies o ey or o
lknife in his hand, to Leep ot the evil
spirits. In short, o bit of fron is o very
useful thing to have about you at any
time if you desire to esenpe the nn-
favorable attention of the ghosts, 1l
trolls, the fairics and the demons gron-
erally. This is o good veason for buy-
ing o poekotknife, It is also a reason
for nniling up o horseshoe,  “But wh
o horseshoe in perticulor? you nshk,
“more than any ether odd plece of
iron?"  Well, primarvily, the good Iuek
depends more upon the ivon as iren
than on the special shape or funetion
of the horseshoe as a horseshoe,
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But there nre also many reasons why
the superstition should happen to fix
itself more particularly uwpon horie
shoes.  We must remember that in Lo
rape, ab least, it is thoe eattle, the horm
and (he demestie hensts in geners ] (i
are specially linble to the hostile ot-
tacks of *“the little people.” There-
fore the elves and trollsaremost Tilely
to b dreaded on farins or in the ¢oun-
try, where horses and eattle most do
congregate. Now, if you want to nall
upn bit of iron asa protection against
the fiery darts of the evil ones on your
staliles (which is the
place wlhiere one oftenest sees them),
nothing is more likely to come hpat
Lo your purpose thas hor
Iesides, i
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hat  obvious eongroity for
the place and objeet, nnd it
rendily picked upin the roads

anywhere.  Purlhermere, it

i -
vided beforehund  with  convenioat
holes, by means of which you eqn

readily hang it up, cither over
own house door or over your shoeds oyl
stubles, The vorious

e Lagres «
cheapnoess, enve and rending for fix-
ing wonld have jriv the horseshoe

o start dn Hife, Bb s Lelieved, a b
Voariingt fairics teoll:
spirits gencrally, oven without @u
other more peeil
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The Jeweler's Caraty

The ecarat is a stundard used by the
jewelers to express both weight and
fineness. Whon it is used 08 o weight
it is equal to four grains, or the one
hundred and twenticth part of an
ounce troy. In determining the fine-
ness of .llr‘_'vinluﬁ metals, twenty-Tfonr
carats 16 considered the highest stan-
dawd of purity. According to this stan-
dard an cighteen-carat gold ring con- |

until
Mar.

12, 05,

| tnins three parts of gold and one of

e base moetnl,




